THE  GROWTH  OF INDIVIDUALISM:  AGRICULTURE
France. The term yeoman was loosely used, but there is no
question that it embraced copyholders and leaseholders in
addition to freeholders. A more restricted usage of the term,
however, was common; and it was often confined to those
who cultivated their own land.1 Not only was the status of
the yeoman ambiguous but his income conformed to no
fixed standards. Of some the proverb ran: CA yeoman of
Kent with one year's rent could buy out the gentleman of
Wales and knight of Sscales [Calais] and a lord of the north
country.' Others, like the 'statesmen' of Cumberland, occu-
pied properties of scanty value. In contrast with the compara-
tive uniformity which had prevailed under the manorial
system, there was no longer anything in the eighteenth cen-
tury which could be considered an average tenement. An
endless variety of farms existed ranging in size from a
handful of acres to hundreds and even thousands,
On social grounds the small farm was favoured by public
sentiment; on economic grounds it was almost universally
condemned. Even if the poor farmers knew how to farm well,
they lacked the means to do so. Their holdings were stigma-
tized as cthe residence of poverty and misery;' and the crops
were said to be inferior in quantity and produced at a
proportionately greater expense. Their lot was one of hard
labour and penurious living. They work without inter-
mission like a horse and practise every lesson of diligence
and frugality.' Nevertheless they were not without their
defenders. A writer in 1775 deplored 'the destructive practice
which has prevailed for near half a century back of demolish-
ing small farms.' He claimed that they paid in proportion a
higher rent than the large farms, though in the aggregate
they needed more farm buildings and repairs. He also
stressed the quality of the labour of the small holder; and it
is now recognized that the most appropriate scale of produc-
tion in farming depends largely on whether the nature of
the produce demands more capital or more intensive labour.
1 'When I was a boy/ wrote Cobbett in Rural Rides, *it was the common
practice to call' those who paid rent farmers, and those who tilled their own land
yeomen-farmers.
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